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10 Grade English Language Arts 
4th Nine Weeks Curriculum Guide 

Week 9 
 
Suggested Pacing: 4-5 Day Lesson (50 minutes or 90 minutes block sessions) 
 
Essential Question(s)  

1. Think of effective leaders—
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Assessment Plan:  How will I assess prior knowledge? How will I know students mastered the 
standard? (Formative, Summative, Other Evidence): 
Formative assessment suggestions include but are not limited to the following: 

 Student annotations 
 Student completed dialectical journals
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questions and a separate answer sheet, have them trade questions with another group. 
Group members then work together to answer the questions, checking the answer sheet 
when they have finished.  

 
Topics for Discussion of Julius Caesar 
What is theme? (Ask students to prove or refute the following possible themes.) 

 Power/disorder corrupt 
 Evil action, though motivated by honesty, leads to disaster 
 Bloodshed brings about more bloodshed 
 An idealist in a realistic world will fail 

Who is the tragic hero? 
 Definition: an essentially good person who, through some weakness of character or error in 

judgment brings doom upon himself.  
 Must discover the truth of his wrong choice and accept responsibility for his actions 

opposite to what really happens 
 Must be a more admirable man in defeat then he was before; must gain stature through the 

way he meets catastrophe 
 Move the audience to pity 
 Tragic events happen to a person of great magnitude 

Shakespeare’s universality – Why is the story of Brutus still intriguing readers today? 
 Discuss power and ambition. (politics, power plays, propaganda) 
 If your students familiar with George Orwell’s Animal Farm, discuss the concept “Power 

corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 
Symbolism/Chief Images 

 Discuss the main elements of symbolism in the play: omens, storms, blood, fire 
Drama form: comedy, farce, tragedy, melodrama 

 Students will readily recognize that Julius Caesar is not a comedy or farce. Read them the 
following definitions of tragedy and melodrama, and let them decide into which category 
that play falls.  

 Tragedy- a serious play in which the protagonist fails to achieve his goals or I 
so overcome by the forces that are against him. The action usually ends with 
the protagonist’s death, but in some plays he lives on, crushed in spirit and 
will. The protagonist suffers because he has rebelled against society or 
authority.  

 Melodrama- a serious play written to arouse the audience’s emotions with 
bloodcurdling events, terrific suspense, and horrifying details. The plot often 
includes planned murders, defeated love and greed, and revenge. Character 
motivation and logical explanations are not question why things happen as 
they do. Good and evil are clearly defined in melodrama so that it is easy for 
the audience to identify the hero and villain. 
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Ideas for Projects (Julius Caesar) 
1. 
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